Clutton Parish Council

Monday 21st March 2011 in the Village Hall

Submissions from members of the public
1. A resident made a submission on behalf of the recently formed campaign to oppose development in Clutton and especially the proposed Barratt development on the fields between Church Farm and Church Lane, Cook’s Hill and the A37. He referred to the Barratt’s ‘workshop’ of 9th March at which the overwhelming view of those present was opposed to the proposed development, and the public meeting of 19th March at which the same view was held by almost all of the 130 people who attended. He urged the Council to support them.
2. A resident submitted an open letter on the same topic.
3. Councillor Willcox reported that he had received a letter from the Clerk; and noted that the minutes of the December meeting of the Council contained no indication that he might be reported to B&NES for a breach of the Code of Conduct. He added a plea that notes of parish council meetings be published in the Parish Magazine even if that means that they are a month late, and that the dates of parish council meetings be published in the magazine.  
4. The resident urged the parish council to make a contribution toward the cost of mounting the summer Flower Show and pointed out how well it compares with other village shows. 
Minutes of the meeting of the Council

	Item
	
	Action

	29/11
	Present: Councillors A. Marwood (Chairman), D. Phillips (Vice -Chairman), B. Bailey, E. Healey, A. Hillier, S. Marwood, A. Parfitt, E. Pickman, A. Starr, D. Veal, M. Williams; D. Withers; Mr. S. Barran (Clerk); 10 members of the public, among whom Cllr. S. Willcox.
	

	
	
	

	30/11
	Apologies and Absences: Apologies were accepted from Cllr. Mead
	

	
	
	

	31/11
	Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr. Withers declared an interest in relation to matters which might arise under Item 10.
	

	
	
	

	32/11


	Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21st February 2011 were approved
	

	33/11
	The Report from the Clerk was accepted. 
	

	
	
	

	34/11
	There were no other matters arising from the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	35/11
	Finance: 

The Clerk introduced the following reports:

· Bank reconciliation

· Finance Report 

· Monitoring report

The Council approved the reports. 

The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the Parochial Church Council requesting support from the Council towards the cost of grass-cutting in the Churchyard; and that the Council had approved the inclusion of the sum of £2,000 in the budget provisions for next year. It was agreed that a grant of £2,000 be made, payable half in advance and half in arrears.

The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the Clutton Horticultural Society requesting a grant from the Council towards the cost of putting on the summer Flower Show. It was proposed, and seconded, that a grant of £150 be made, and this was agreed. It was agreed that a decision about whether the Council should have a tent or other presence at the show should be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 

The Clerk reported in more detail on the request from meeting of allotment tenants that the Council should fund the purchase of the materials necessary for the installation of two further water taps at the allotments, on condition that the allotment tenants themselves should provide the necessary labour under the technical guidance of Cllr. Bailey, and should each pay for their own key. Cllr. Bailey gave an estimate of £21.50 per tap, plus other minor materials costs, and this expenditure was approved.

The Clerk also reported that dog-fouling is still a problem, and it was agreed That the Clerk should consult the B&NES dog warden and report back to the Council, before any further action, such as new signs, is considered.

The Clerk also reported that there is a corner of one allotment, close to the junction of the two footpaths, which has been so dumped on by passer-by that it is impossible to cultivate without being mechanically cleared. Cllr. Withers undertook to consider what action is necessary and report back to the Council.  

The Chairman reported that now that B&NES has agreed to pay a further year’s Parish OnLine subscription, members should be aware that if they want to access the online map they can do so by applying to the Clerk for a password.
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	36/11


	Planning Sub-Committee Report: 

The Clerk reported that he had received following notification of decisions made by B&NES: 

7 Moorsfield, removal of condition 6: Decision: Permit

Church Farm, listed building consent: Decision: Permit

Church Farm, works to barn: Decision: Permit

Burchell House, rebuild outbuilding: Decision: Permit

The Clerk also reported that the Scouts have applied for an extension to thei temporary permission for the Scout hut at the Leisure area.
The Chairman reported that he had attended the ‘workshop’ organised by Barratt’s to discuss uses of the field by Church Farm referred to in public submissions, that he was concerned that there was no guidance for residents attending such events, and that none of those present supported any large-scale development of the field such as was being proposed. It was proposed and seconded that the Council should appoint representatives to liaise with the campaign being formed to oppose this development. It was agreed that the representatives should be the Chairman and the Clerk.  The Chairman further reported on the meeting which had been held the previous Saturday, which was attended by about 125 people, who almost unanimously opposed any large-scale development in the village. The Clerk reported that about 110 people present had signed a petition to this effect.  
	

	
	
	

	37/11
	Leisure Area: 

The Chairman reported that he had discussed with the relevant B&NES officer a proposal for a rental agreement under which the annual rent would be £250 for the first five years, and rise by £250 for each successive five-year period, so that the rent in the last 5 years would be £1000; B&NES had suggested that this proposal might be acceptable if it was subject to an inflation uplift at each review. It was proposed, seconded, and agreed that if B&NES were happy with a lease on this basis, the Council should pay the whole of the rent for the first five years, to give the user groups time to generate funds to pay a share of the increased rent thereafter. It was also agreed that the lease should contain break clauses, and that it should be scrutinised by the Council’s solicitor before being signed. 
	

	
	
	

	38/11
	Sycamore at the village green: Cllr. Withers proposed that the Sycamore should be felled to give scope for the centenary oak to flourish. The proposal was seconded and agreed, subject to consultation with the immediate residents, and the advice of the B&NES tree officer (who had herself suggested this course of action), and a proposal to B&NES that they pay for the work with a contribution from the Parish Council. Cllr. Withers undertook to get three quotes for the work in the meantime. 
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	39/11
	Code of Conduct for relations with prospective developers
	

	
	The Council considered the draft Code which had been previously circulated and it was proposed, and seconded, that this be adopted and this was agreed. It was further agreed that the Clerk should contact First Step Homes and arrange to meet with them.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	40/11
	Newsletter
	

	
	The Clerk reminded the Council of the proposal that a newsletter be produced to coincide with the elections in May, that would set out what the Council achieved in the past four years and what remains to be done, and to summarise the Parish Plan. Cllr. Pickman agreed to assist the Clerk in the production of a newsletter.
	LP/Clerk

	
	
	

	41/11
	FoI Publication Scheme
	

	
	The Clerk reported that he had prepared an application for registration of the Council with the Freedom of Information Commission, as is required by law, and that the Council is obliged, as a body registered with the Commission, to adopt a Scheme of Publication in relation to information held by the Council. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the Council should adopt the Model Scheme proposed by the Commission. 
	

	
	
	

	42/11
	Correspondence 

The Clerk reported that there was no further correspondence other than that which had been reported under Item 6. The Clerk explained that he seeks only to bring to the Council correspondence on which he thinks the Council will wish to make a decision, or correspondence of interest which he has been unable to circulate to councillors previously by e-mail. 
	

	
	
	

	43/11
	Highways matters

1.  The Chairman reported that following a vigorous correspondence with B&NES Highways officers over B&NES performance in repairing potholes and in responding to reports, he had accompanied the highways inspector on a tour of inspection and that he believed that the Council is now back on at least a semi-working relationship with B&NES Highways department. 

2. The Chairman reported that he is still pursuing a correspondence with the B&NES Highways Safety officer about vehicle speeds outside the school and the need for 20mph signs.
	

	
	
	

	44/11
	 Reports from Sub-Committees
1. Footpaths: The Clerk reported that with the Footpaths Agency Scheme due to commence on April 1st, he is inspecting all the footpaths in the parish to assess the current state and likely workload involved in the scheme; and that he would report to the Council at the next meeting. 
2. Play Area & Leisure Area: Cllr. Phillips reported that the Play Area appears to be in good shape but that the bin by the Leisure Area needs to be emptied. The Clerk undertook to speak to Martin Brimble about taking on responsibility for this. 

3. Travellers by the Bridleway towards Farmborough: The Clerk reported that he had offered the support of the Parish Council to Farmborough PC.
Close: The meeting ended at 8.45p.m
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